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2025 BronzeLens Opening Night Event Announced  

Featured Film is Director Darryl Pitts’ The Rhythm & The Blues Starring Leon  
There will be a Post Screening Audience Talkback with Actor Leon and Director Darryl Pitts  

 8:00PM on Wednesday, August 20, at The Tara Theatre 

 
WHO/WHAT: 
Atlanta-August 13, 2025--BronzeLens kick off its 16th annual Opening Night with the highly anticipated 

Atlanta Premiere of director Daryl Pitts’ feature film The Rhythm & The Blues starring Leon, Wednesday, 

August 20, at the Tara Theatre.  

 

The film tells the true-life story of one of the key architects of the electric guitar in music, Bluesman Eddie 

Taylor. It follows his fight for recognition against obscurity, industry sharks, and the British Invasion's cultural 

appropriation. His battles extend to his family, where an ambitious young wife and idolizing stepson 

complicate his quest for musical respect. The Rhythm & The Blues is a story of passion, struggle, and the 

enduring power of music in an ever-changing world. 

 

The Rhythm & The Blues, is written, produced, and directed by Darryl Pitts and co-produced by Ed Smith, 

Bonni McKeown, and Leon. Ray Corneilius, host of Upfront on WCLK will moderate a post screening talkback 

with film director Darryl Pitts and lead actor Leon. 

 

WHEN: 

Wednesday, August 20, 2025 at 8:00PM 

 

WHERE: 

The Tara Theatre 

2345 Cheshire Bridge Road, N.E., Atlanta, GA 30324 

 

BronzeLens hosts its 16th film festival August 20 to 24, 2025, in Atlanta, GA. Over five days, the festival will 

present 104 official film selections originating from Angola, China, Canada, France, Germany, Ghana, Italy, 

Jamaica, Kenya, Pakistan, South Africa, the United Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom, and the United 

States. Among the total number of films, 33 are World Premieres.  

 

For a full list of the 2025 BronzeLens Official Film Selections go to Schedule | Welcome to the 16th 

Annual BronzeLens Film Festival 
 

About the BronzeLens Film Festival 

BronzeLens Film Festival of Atlanta, Georgia, is a non-profit organization, founded in 2009, that is dedicated 

to bringing national and worldwide attention to Atlanta as a center for film and film production for people of 

https://justleon.com/bio/
https://bronzelens.eventive.org/schedule
https://bronzelens.eventive.org/schedule
https://www.facebook.com/Bronzelens
https://twitter.com/BronzeLens
https://www.instagram.com/BronzeLens/
https://www.youtube.com/BronzeLens


color. Its mission is two-fold: to promote Atlanta as a film mecca for people of color, and to showcase films 

and provide networking opportunities that will develop the next generation of filmmakers.  

 

BronzeLens is an Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences qualifying film festival for the Short Film 

Awards category. The short film that receives the BronzeLens Best Short Award may now be eligible to enter 

the Academy’s Short Subject competition for the concurrent season.  

 

For more information regarding the BronzeLens Film Festival, visit www.bronzelens.com. 

 

BronzeLens Sponsors 

2025 BronzeLens sponsors include the Community Foundation of Atlanta, Fulton Films, TARA Atlanta, Atlanta 

Convention and Visitors Bureau, AIDS Healthcare Foundation, Atlanta Mayor’s Office of Cultural Affairs, 

Atlanta Mayor’s Office of Film, Entertainment and Nightlife, Warner Bros. Discovery, East Point Convention & 

Visitors Bureau, Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport, Amazon, Dover Solutions Staffing, and Dihvinely 

Konnected Productions.  

### 
Contacts:  

Terri Vismale-Morris 

BronzeLens Director of Public Relations 

Contact: tvmorris@bronzelens.com 

 

Nicole Mitchell 

BronzeLens Media Relations Coordinator 

Contact: nicolebronzelens@gmail.com 

 

Media Credentials 

All media must go to Media Credentials Application - BronzeLens Atlanta Film Festival, Inc, to request access to cover 

BronzeLens events. Approved media representatives will receive written confirmation. 
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